
LANGUAGE ARTS

The Big Story - Rice is good, 
and rice farming is good 

for everyone!

MATHEMATICS

Go figure… How many acres of
rice will Arkansas farmers plant
this year? We have the answer!

Benchmark-friendly
exercises for fourth

grade students.

SOCIAL STUDIES

Rice around the world... 
Arkansas rice travels well 

and is well traveled!
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H A L B R O O K
H A R V E Y

H A L B R O O K HARVEY HALBROOK LOVES RICE,
a most versatile, nutritious, almost magical grain. It’s almost magic because it

economically feeds more than half of the world’s population, it triples in volume as it

cooks, and it goes well with just about anything. Just ask Mr. Halbrook if you want to

know how good it is! He eats rice for breakfast and orders it in restaurants. He likes it

in gumbo, as a side dish with steak, and even as a dessert. He eats rice every chance

he gets because he enjoys the taste and because he believes eating rice is good for him

and his business.

Mr. Halbrook also loves to see rice grow. He is a rice farmer. Has been since 1980.

His farm covers 1,500 beautiful acres in Jefferson County, Arkansas. It gets really hot in

the Arkansas Delta every summer and the soil is fertile and heavy, which makes

Arkansas just right for growing rice. Rice farming is very important to the Halbrook

family, but also to the economy of the area, the state, and to people in other countries

who buy his rice.

Growing rice is complex and at times very hard work. Over the years, Mr. Halbrook

has worn out at least 20 pairs of rubber boots trudging through the flooded rice fields,

checking his levees, and examining the rice plants. He is concerned about plant

diseases, the weather, and numerous other things that can damage his crop. He often

Students,
Teachers 
& Parents
This booklet was prepared by the
Arkansas Rice Council to help young
learners sharpen their skills in
language arts, math, and social
studies. All of the information is based
on the Arkansas rice industry, so the
students also will learn something
about one of Arkansas’s most
important farm products. Enjoy these
exercises and enjoy Arkansas rice –
it’s good for everyone. Welcome to
the awesome world of Arkansas rice!

Why is Arkansas rice so awesome?
HERE ARE 10 REASONS:

1. Arkansas rice tastes fantastic! It’s great by itself 
or blended with other foods.

2. Rice is good for you – very low fat, no cholesterol, 
no sodium, and lots of nutrients.

3. Arkansas has one of the best climates in the world for growing
rice. Almost half the rice grown in America is grown here in
Arkansas.

4. Rice helps strengthen the Arkansas economy. An estimated
30,000 jobs are created by the rice industry.

5. Rice is one of Arkansas’s leading export products. Rice grown
here in our state is shipped all over the world.

6. Lots of wildlife make their homes in and around rice fields –
ducks, birds, muskrats, deer, raccoons, and lots of other critters
like rice.

7. Rice farmers and millers are nice people. They work hard and
support their communities.

8. Rice is a high-energy food. The complex carbohydrates in rice
are stored in your muscles and released as energy when
needed.

9. Rice is the most popular food in the world. Three billion people
can’t be wrong!

10. Arkansas rice tastes awesome! Oh yeah, we said that already.
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enjoys seeing wildlife like ducks and deer;

but he has also encountered more than

a few snakes out in the rice fields,

which gives him another reason to

be thankful for the rubber boots.

In order to produce a good

crop and make a profit, he must

know about the costs involved in

farming. Long before Mr. Halbrook plants

his crop in April, he calculates how much seed, fertilizer, and fuel it

will take to produce rice on his farm. There are

other expenses as well, such as tractors

for tilling the soil, combines for

harvesting the rice, spare

parts and repair for the

farm machinery, and

payroll for his

employees. He must

also have the land

surveyed to lay out

the levees,

which are

mounds of

earth that

keep water

covering the

rice during the

growing season. Other costs

involve paying for insurance,

electricity, and having enough

money to pay for unexpected expenses

like a new pair of rubber boots. A lot of money is needed to plant

and grow rice, but if all goes well, Mr. Halbrook will make a profit

at harvest time.

When he has calculated all the costs, Mr. Halbrook will visit his

banker, Bob Duncan, to talk about a crop loan for the upcoming

planting season. Mr. Duncan will evaluate Mr. Halbrook’s expenses

and determine if it is a good risk for the bank to loan Mr. Halbrook

the money to plant and grow rice. Mr. Duncan knows that Mr.

Halbrook is a good farmer and usually makes an excellent rice

crop. The bank will make money on the loan because Mr. Halbrook

will pay interest on the money he borrows, and then pay off the

loan in the fall when he harvests the crop. With the loan from the

bank, Mr. Halbrook will have enough money to buy seed and pay

for his expenses this year.

The Halbrook’s farm supports

his family and his employees,

Joe Taylor’s family. Much of

the income from the farm is

spent on food, clothing,

vehicles, gas, and other needed

items, which are usually

purchased from stores in their

community. Both families also pay taxes and make contributions to

church, charities, and their children’s schools. His son, Jason, and

his daughter, Kim, help their dad in the summer and sometimes

after school. With the allowance that Jason and Kim earn, they buy

video games, fishing gear, and clothes. His wife, Janis, is a school

teacher so she seldom has time to help on the farm, but she does

enjoy cooking for her family. . . rice, of course,

is often on the menu.

Joe Taylor, who has worked for

Mr. Halbrook for several years,

is his only full-time

employee. Together they do

most of the work on the

farm. However, at various

times during the year

additional help is

needed. In April, Mr.

Halbrook hires a

survey crew to mark

the levees in the fields.

The levees have to be in just the

right places so the water will flow

evenly from one end of the field to the

other. After the rice has been planted, a

local pilot will be hired to apply fertilizer by airplane. In the fall,

extra help is needed to drive the combine and haul rice to the local

mill where it will be processed. 

Rice farming is difficult and full of risks but extremely rewarding

for Mr. Halbrook. He and his family love

their farm. He knows that he is

helping his community, the state

and even people around the

world by growing rice. Living on

a rice farm probably isn’t for

everyone, but for Harvey Halbrook

and his family, it’s a pretty nice life.

Th
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Mr. Halbrook has a machine
for harvesting rice. What is it
called?

a. Shovel

b. Combine

c. Picker

d. Grain Cart

OPEN RESPONSE (Answer in complete sentences. Use additional paper as necessary.)

Why does Mr. Halbrook visit
his banker every spring?

a. To arrange a farm loan

b. To talk about the weather

c. To deposit money

d. To get a new calendar

Why does Mr. Halbrook 
need hip boots?

a. He likes to go fishing

b. He thinks he looks good 
in boots

c. He has to wade in water

d. He knows when it will rain

When Mr. Halbrook visits his banker, what are some of the expenses they might discuss?

List two people or businesses in the community affected by the Halbrooks and Taylors.  Explain how these

people or businesses are affected.

11

11 22 33

22

WRITING ON DEMAND (Answer in complete sentences. Use additional paper as necessary.)

Create a new and unusual use for rice.

What might happen if no American farmer grew rice?

If you lived on a rice farm, what are some fun things you could do in your free time?

11

22

33

FUN FACT:
Rice is grown in 30 of 
Arkansas’s 75 counties.

MULTIPLE CHOICE



LEGEND

OPEN RESPONSE (Show your work, label and write answers in complete sentences. Use additional paper if necessary.)

Mr. Halbrook borrowed $350,000 to
plant and grow a rice crop on 1,500
acres. He will use $65,000 of the
money to pay his farm employees. 
He will spend an additional $55,000
for payments on his farm equipment.
Which of the bars on the chart below
most closely represents the amount of
money Mr. Halbrook will have left after
he has paid his employees and paid for
his equipment? 

One of Mr. Halbrook’s big trucks
can haul 45,000 pounds of rice
per load. His grain bins can hold
up to 10,000 bushels.  Which
fraction below represents the
amount of grain each truck can
carry compared to the grain bins?

a. 1/2 c. 1/5

b. 1/10 d. 1/4

Calculate how much money it will cost Mr. Halbrook to buy rice seed to plant 1,500 acres of rice.

Mr. Halbrook expects to harvest 270,000 bushels of rice.  His big trucks can each carry 1,000 bushels per
load.  It is a 30-mile round-trip to the mill and back.  How much money will Mr. Halbrook spend for fuel to
haul his rice to the mill?

Predict what will happen to Mr. Halbrook’s profit if the price of fuel continues to increase. Give reasons for
your prediction.

11

11

33

FUN FACT:
Arkansas rice farmers plant about
1.4 million acres of rice each year.

MULTIPLE CHOICE

MMAATTHHEEMMAATTIICCSS
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Mr. Halbrooks’s Crop Budget

a. b. c. d.

22

33

• 9 SQUARE FEET =  1 SQUARE YARD

• RICE SEED COSTS .07 PER POUND

• 4,840 SQUARE YARDS = 1 ACRE

• FUEL COSTS $2.20 PER GALLON

• 2,000 POUNDS = 1 TON

• 45 POUNDS = 1 BUSHEL (APPROXIMATE)

• MR. HALBROOK’S BIG TRUCKS EACH HOLD
1,000 BUSHELS AND CAN TRAVEL ABOUT
10 MILES ON A GALLON OF FUEL

• 3 BUSHELS SEED REQUIRED PER ACRE

5

Mr. Halbrook has set aside
2.5 acres of his land to
create a catfish pond. How
many square feet will Mr.
Halbrook’s pond cover?

a. 36,300 c. 108,900

b. 12,100 d. 1,108,900

22



FUN FACT:
In China, people eat an
average of 230 pounds 
of rice each year!
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WHAT’S THE ANSWER?

Transportation is necessary to ship rice from one place to
another. Discuss the modes of transportation that are used to
take rice from the field to the dinner table.

Evaluate Arkansas’s location for shipping rice around the world,
and explain your decision. 

The Arkansas Delta is
perfectly suited for growing
rice. Which of the following
answers best describe the
Arkansas Delta’s weather
and natural resources?
Circle the correct answer.

a. Mountainous terrain, cool
evenings, few insects

b. Rocky soil, dry climate,
clean water

c. Fertile soil, ample water,
warm temperatures

d. Rolling hills, lots of
rainfall, moderate climate

RICE IS GROWN IN SIX STATES: ARKANSAS,
CALIFORNIA, LOUISIANA, MISSISSIPPI, MISSOURI
AND TEXAS. 

Write the beginning letter of each state
that produces rice in the appropriate
place on the map of the USA.

People in other
countries enjoy
Arkansas rice too. Two
countries that buy a lot
of Arkansas rice are
Mexico and Canada.
Indicate Canada and
Mexico on the map.

Rice grown in Arkansas is
often shipped on river
barges to New Orleans
and then to markets all
over the world. What two
rivers are used to
transport rice from
Arkansas to New Orleans?
Circle the correct answer.

a. Arkansas River & 
Louisiana River

b. Mississippi River &
Tennessee River

c. White River & Ohio
River

d. Arkansas River & 
Mississippi River

OPEN RESPONSE

11

11

22

22 33

44
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AARRKKAANNSSAASS RRIICCEEAround the worldAround the world

DID YOU KNOW?

ARKANSAS FARMERS PRODUCE ABOUT 200 MILLION BUSHELS OF RICE
EVERY YEAR (TO FIND OUT HOW MUCH A BUSHEL WEIGHS, SEE PAGE 5!).
THAT’S ABOUT 45% OF THE TOTAL RICE PRODUCTION IN THE WHOLE USA.

Some of the rice grown in
Arkansas is shipped to people
all over the world. When rice
is harvested, it is usually put in
a big truck and hauled to a
local mill. Some of the rice is
processed, some is packaged,

and some is shipped raw,
just like it comes from
the field. Some of the
rice is put on trains and
carried across the

country. Other rice is put
on barges on the Arkansas

River and on Mississippi River.
When the barges reach New
Orleans, the rice is usually
transferred to a larger ship.
From there it goes all over the
world – to Mexico, Saudi
Arabia, South Africa, Canada,
and many other countries.

DID YOU KNOW?

AMERICA GROWS APPROXIMATELY
2% OF THE WORLD’S RICE, BUT
IS THE SECOND LARGEST
EXPORTER OF RICE BEHIND
THAILAND.

DID YOU KNOW?

ARKANSAS LEADS THE NATION IN RICE
PRODUCTION. THE ARKANSAS DELTA HAS
RICH AND FERTILE LAND. THE AREA GETS A
LOT OF RAIN AND THE SUMMER
TEMPERATURES ARE VERY WARM. THESE ARE
PERFECT GROWING CONDITIONS FOR RICE!



Arkansas’s rice farms provide habitat for many types of wildlife –

ducks, reptiles, beavers, deer and other animals can often be found

in rice fields.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Why do animals like to hang around rice fields?
Talk it over.

Many Arkansas rice farmers participate in the Arkansas Rice

Project. It’s a program created by Ducks Unlimited to provide

winter wetlands for migrating waterfowl. In the winter, after the

rice has been harvested, many farmers flood their fields so that

ducks and geese will have a place to rest and eat. Now that’s a

smart idea!

What is a migrating waterfowl? Talk it over.

Do you know why the levees in a rice field curve? The levees are

put in the fields to control the flow of water. The levees are curved

according to the contour of the land, so that all the area in

between two levees is near the same level. This ensures that all the

rice receives just the right amount of water. The fewer the levees,

the more level the field.

YUMMY!

Here’s an awesome recipe that includes a rice product

(ask your parents for permission to prepare this treat).

Marshmallow Rice Squares

3 tablespoons of margarine or butter

10 ounce package of regular marshmallow

6 cups of crispy rice cereal

In a microwave oven, melt margarine or butter and

marshmallows – about 3 minutes. Stir. Add cereal and

stir together well. Press into a 13x9 inch pan that has

been coated with cooking spray. Allow to cool, then cut

– eat – enjoy!

The Arkansas Rice Council would like to thank the following Arkansas teachers for their
help in creating this material:
Cheryl Gall-Higgs, Tama Martin, Sandra Oliger, Sharon Rogers & Deborah Young.

This publication published under the auspices of The Arkansas Rice Foundation.

 


